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REMARKS 


Dr. HORSLEY's 
ORD INATION-SERMON : 


IN A LETTER TO THE 
; Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. 
GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 


And late Fellow of Jeſus College, Cam bridge. { 


Eo. Nes ow ta Tod BY vel b. 
Euivyia; Jornog* vopeodea Yee | 
Tor wloxpila rail imidluclas xanug 


Baripides. 2 
— o — — 
L 0 N DON: 
Sold by J. Drichrox, No. 274, a 
M. DCC. LXXXVIII. 


1 
> a 


7 


n 


# 
* 
* 
* 
* 
- 
* 
. 
: 
* 
* 
3 
4 
oy 
* 
8 
A 
* 
£ 
Ay 
RE! 
* 
E; 
> 
* 
o 
1 
q 
Tr 
8 
: 
* 
* 
* 


* - 
* 
oe: ap 
. 
. 
; PF % 5 
„ 
1 
** 
23 7 
= 1 
9 E 5 
3 E ö : ' 
o 7 — 1 
- » " k 1 = 
1 1 1 * 9 Fa * 
— * a 
. 
* 
* oy N . & of " 
- » 
— by 759 4 6a: 
? 's., Bb 
: 
1 
. \ * yo S — 81 o 
* + © + * * = . 
1 
1 * * * : 
- 
% % EH 1 L 
- dy * 
9 
* «© , 4 
— PP" * 
* : N 
1 
* 
Af. * » 
- * 
171 K 1 x + 4 ** 
1 
4 3 IS $58 3 & 2 # wa 
- 2 
* 
FT 
* 
* 
1 +3 
7 . 
_—_ ; 
2 = 
| £1 a 
«4 
[7 $ ; p . "+ 
5 5 Fe 
A _ 2 ff g 4 
8 ” 2 * wt 8 = F..- * q 
E * * 
- 21 


a OWE) EIS rann be „ 


— 
* — 

5 1 

0 *. * 

7 — 

— 

x 

* 


u 1515 


D* HorsLEY's Tear FRE 8 
fore your Lordſhip at a public Ordina- 
tion of Prigſis and Deacon, and publiſhed by 
your Command, lately came into my Hands. 
Vou undoubtedly deſigned by this Meaſure to 
profeſs a general Concurrence in the Senti- 
ments of the Preacher, and to give additional 
Currency to his Reputation with the Public by 
the Stamp of your Approbation. I was always 
diſpoſed to regard your Lordſhip as an, elegant 
and judicious Scholar; and have frequently 
heard you in the Schools and from the Pulpit 
with Delight; ſo. that I. could not but feel a 
' mingled Senſation of Surpriſe and Sorrow at 
ſeeing your Name preſcribed as the Paſſport to 
ſuch a Miſcellany of irrational, antiſcri ptural, 
and dangerous Opinions, promul gated in ſo 
high a Tone, with ſuch an Air of Confidence 


and e . us review, my Lord, the 
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Sermon together, and make a few Obſerva- 
tions as we go along. You may, perhaps, on 
more deliberate Conſideration, ſee Cauſe to re- 
pent the Zeal of your Patronage on this Occa- 
ſion, and be more cautious in future how you 


ſanction ſuch Effuſions of a viſionary Ima- 
gination, ſuch ſcbelling Words of 51 by 


che Authority of your Nam. 
Amidſt a conſiderable Number of nel 
Aﬀertivis/in the five firſt Pages of the Doc- 
tor's Diſcourſe, the following Obſervation ap- 
pears to me particularly exceptionable 
„ While they called themſelves by the 
% Name of Chriſt, they required not that the 
c Jew ſhould recognize the Maker of the 
« World, the Jehovah'of his Fathers, in the 
4 Carpenter's reputed Son: nor would they 
« incur the Ridicule of the Græcian h 


« by maintaining the Neceſſity of an Atone- 


ec ment for forſaken and repented Sins, and by 
708 holding high the Eee) or the Redeemer's | 
« Sacrifice. : 111 HA 1 Is Ns 291 
| Such is your Account, Dr. Eagle, of the 
4: oftlt's Declarations upon this Point, 1 et 
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us hear what Account the Apoſile himſelf has 
given us. JA 10 Lins eds 5.4 n tl 
For thi v require u Sign, and the Greets 
feek after Wiſdom. "But tue preach Chrift cru- 
ciſæd; unto the Jews a eee and un. 
to the Greeks Fooliſbugſt.* S 

So then, according to It. Pall vat ie 
guſted and ſcandaliſed the me who expected 
a gbrious conquering "ett 4 A Nah that 
ſhould not DIE, but +5 7860 vert was a 
meek and holy Saviour, © EXPIRING 0 4 
 Crx055;—No fuch "Things fays the iy, of 


would not Mah! ( Rite Blindneſs fag bel 


ftrous Perverfity 1) this flnple* Truth, — that a 
Carpenter*s'reputed Son was, forſooth;” the'Ma- 


KER OF THE PNG) the” [gies 7 P 

Naila. +45 2 2 65 
My Lord, you ſee hs M8 Hunc- 
eine an hunc ſequeris? Whom will you fol- 
low? BAAl. or e n 
Or St. PAUL? 8 9789 jj 
Vour ede my Lore is as ee 
nnn erroneous in the Reaſon which 
. A 4 he 


1. Core i. l 8 


EI 

he aſſigns for the Rejection of the Goſpel by 
the Greeks : i. e. their Denial of the Neceſſity of 
an Atonement for forſaken and repented Sins, and 
of the Efficacy of the, Redeemer*s Sacrifice.” You. 
and I can give a much better Account of this 
Matter. WW: know that the Diſciples of the 
Græcian Schools were enamoured of meta- 
phyſical Subtleties, logical Diſquiſitions, and 
airy, Speculation. | This was their Deluſion, 
Truth was acceptable to them through no other 
Medium than that of abſtract Argumentation. 
But the Demonſtration of Chriſtianity did not 
reſt upon the THEQRETICAL DEDUCTIONS 
of refined Reaſon. It's Evidences were nei- 
ther more nor leſs than the Atteſtation of Wit- 
neſſes, credible altogether -in themſelves and 
corroborated by Miracles, to this plain and 
ſingle Facr,—the RESURRECTION of coma 
OF NAZARETH rus the DEAD. p 


Go now, and compare the Chaf with the 
Wheat ln the mean Time, my Lord, I pre- 
fer, with your Leave and that of our Preacher, 
the unſophiſticated Divinity of two ſimple 
Greeks to the W me of this Chri- 
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The Sed Oblaiations! which have 
the clear Suffrage of Scripture in their Favour, 


and ſome Simplicity to recommend them, will 
abundantly expoſe a Variety of ſtrange Aſ- 
ſumptions in the four ſucceeding Pages and o- 
ther Parts of this Diſeourſe; and render, I 
hope, a particular Detail unneceſſary. I wiſh 
to be as brief as poſſible ; and paſs on, there- 
fore, to the Examination of an Axiom laid 
down, with' ſufficient Deciſion, in n the” Begin- 
_y of the tenth Page. e 

The Apoſtles were, by infinite ADögdes 


the beſt informed of all Philoſopbers: 25 "ue 


our learned Polemic. _ © 


Mit Poſition, if it were true, would 5 du 
lidate the CAPITAL ARGUMENT for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity — an Argument perpetually i in- 
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Jopduorg. Schol, in Ariſtoph. Plut. 779. 
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the Goſpel was not indebted: to the, Information 
of Philoſophers for it's Eſtabliſhment, but to 
Alain unkitered* Men, proclaiming the Intel- 

ligence of their Senſes,.. and exhibiting, in, at- 
tendant Miracles, the Power of Godit as a 
complete, ee ee their Ver ait. 

But the Poſition, my Lord, is unqueſtiona- 
bly and abſolutely FALSE. Read the Lives of 
_ Chri int and the Apo oftles,, as recorded by the four 
5 Evangeli Me;: read the Hiſtory of, the firſt 
Preaching of Chri/tianity, as "related i in the As 
of the Ape 72 produce me, if you can, but a 
SINGLE PROOF that the Apaſeles were poſſeſſed 
of ONE. Truth in Science or Philoſophy, after 


our Lord's Aſcenſion, which, they were unac⸗ 


quainted with before, and I will take Shame 
and Ignominy to myſelf, as ignorant and pre- 


judiced in the Extreme. They preached what 


they had SEEN, and HEARD, and FELT.f— 
This was EXPERIENCE, not PHILOSOPHY,— 
They needed no Philo — the 7 had none. 
The Poſition is, indeed, groſsly untrue;— 

eee of the 3 15 of Re- 
a | SHES tes *  velation 3 


hg * 
4 % TI'S 4a wn 2 * 3 > & | ” 


. Acts iv. 13. PE ws 5 5 TEE Et 1 
t See, among other Texts, 1 = tp i. 27. it. 5. 
2 Oe r iv. 5 ITS F I Jon i i. 3 


A wS>S ak &t 


( 

bangs ;—loudly contradicted by the Lives of 
the Apoſtles, by the politive ang expreſs Dacla- 

rations. of Scripture, by the whole Spirit and 
¶Cconomy of the Goſpel. Nay, iſo: jealous, 
was the divine Projector, and Conductor, of 
his own Supremacy in this grand Undertaking, 
— of, any Intermixture of human Influence, 
that he would not admit the Services of the 
learned Apoſtle of the Gentiles, till the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation had been apenly proclaimæd and 
deciſively authenticated by Fiſhermen and Publi- 
cans, rude in Speech and weak in Knowledge: 
And yet ſhall Hr. Horſſey be bold enoughi to 
affirm, that the Apoſlles were, by IX FIN IIR 
DckRks, the BEST, INFORMED? of all Phr- 
LOSOPHERS | — My: Lord, I feel myſelf im- 
pelled by my Love and, Reverence of Chriſs 
tianity to interfere on this Oecaſion, and to 
reprobate ſuch a ſolemn Paradox, ſo unſpeaka-. 
bly abſurd in, itſelf and ſo flagrantly imurious 
to the Cauſe of Revelation, 1 * 
hemence of Cenſ uss. bus ile 
What our Divine Ms indvatiedd Sa his 
twelfth and thirteenth Pages upon the Utility 
of human Learning has fo much my Approba- 
tion, 


En )) 
tion, as-to make me lament that he did not 
wholly confine his Efforts to the Illuſtration' 
and Enforcement of this Topic on the ga- 
ping Catechumens. There was no need, I will 
maintain, of Learning to the fit Publiſhers 
of our Religion: Fa#s were THEIR Propoſi- 
tions, and Miracles THEIR Proofs, But our 
Hopes, in theſe later Ages, reſt upon the 
written Records of thoſe Tranſactions. In 
Proportion, therefore, to our Acquaintance 
with Hiflory, to our Capacity to eſtimate it's 
Credibility, to our Knowledge of the human 
Mind, to our Acquaintance with human Lan- 
guages, to our Sobriety and Strength of 
Judgement, to the Fidelity of our Memory, 
the Comprehenſiveneſs of our Under/landings, 
and the Promptneſs of our Floquence; — in 
Proportion, I ſay, to the Excellence of our 
intellectual Endowments, co-operating with that 
eſſential Principle, SinGLENEss of HEART, 
— will be our Ability to diſcover, and ex- 
plain, and illuſtrate, and recommend, the ge- 
nuine Docirines of the evangelical Diſpenſa- 
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After ſome very queſtionable Inſinuations 


reſpecting the preſent Exiſtence of a divine Cam- 
miſſion for an Ordination to the Miniſtry, our 

Author“ enlarges again, with infinite Com- 
placency, upon the prodigious Acquirements 
of the plain Men of Nazareth, in Terms of 
Exaggeration ſo ſupremely ridiculous, as al- 
moſt make it impoſſible for a candid Man to 
ſuppoſe him ſerious. & The ' Apo/tles and pri- 


© mitive Teachers,” ſays he, were PRO- 
« FOUND METAPHYSICIANS 3. the... BEST of 


« MokALIsTS ; WELL-INFORMED- HisTo- 
„ RIANS ; {ACCURATE LoorciAxs; and 


«EXCELLENT in a peculiar Strain of ELo- 


„% QUENCE.” —— can affirm with great Ho- 
neſty and Seriouſneſs, that I never read in the 
whole Courſe of my /Life à more ludicrous 
Specimen of pompous Inanity, — a Declara- 
tion more extravagantly romantic, — more ri - 
diculouſly contemptible. That any Perſon 
can have peruſed with Attention the Scrip- 
tures of the New-Tefament, and have finiſhed 
his Meditations in them with ſuch Impreſſions 
and Sentiments as theſe, is to me, I n per- 


ow 
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fealy incomprehenſible. Others, perhaps, may 
ſee no Singularity.in this Caſe: they eſpecially 
of larger Capacities, the Auals in Literature, 
who are ſo fortunate as to poſſeſs a more emi- 
nent Por tion than their Neighbours, of thoſe 
Talents nd that Erudition, with which the f 
nnn it See ſo Sade OO _ 
edict bibna t 10 mog 

Vour admired Nüacher, ry re tells us, 
for the ſecond Fime that the Knowledge of 
Chriff erieifiedconfifte® in underſtanding & the 
<«. Suffermgs'of the. Meſſiah to be the Means 
appointed by God for Man's Deliverance 
“ from Sin and Damnation. The Prof of 
this Propoſition if it Were produced, would 
not, I think,” be diſtinguiſhable for it's Concise 
neſs' and Simplicity. f/ And: it grieves me ex- 
ceedingly, I muſt confeſs, that any Proteſtant 
ſhould entertain ſuch ſtrange Notions of the 
Chriſtian Revelation: yet is it ſome; Conſola- 
tion to fee them-entertained by one, who ap- 
060488 in e p n gr have endeavoured 


Tage 2 1 Wen ene his 
E A to the Maxim of the Poet: ; 
AnKs; © ob» T1; adnbeics had f 


DE EE, 
to ie; to have ftudied the Scriptures ith; 


| ſuch indifferent Succeſs. Hit Example at 
leaſt is no Proof of the Advantages of Hearn „ 


ing in the Study of the Scriptures. 


My Lord, I am not petulant, or I might go 
an and expoſe that Affectation of ſuperior Diſ- 
cernment conſpicuous in the Appendix; which 
pretends to diſcover an entire Correſpondence . 


_ where ſo much Exactneſs was not i ntended, 
and certainly cannot be made out. But I Have 


no ill Humours to gratify, and no Time to 


ſpare from more agreeable: e and 
therefore cone] ude 3:1 cr 
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"With great Rege for your Talents, Tho: 


Ton Lorig 5 humble Servant, | 
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GILBERT WAKEFIELD. 
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Lately publiſhed, by the ſame Author, © 
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An Enquiry into che Opinions of firſt 
Chriſtian Writers, concerning the-Perſon of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 8vo. i 


A new Tranſlation of the firſt rao to the 
Theſſalonians, 8 vo. 
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